"pe

\ 42I(AH5EI1

PERMANENTE

CALI FORNI A LAW REGARDI NG
CONSENT FOR TREATMENT OF A M NOR

In order to obtain proper informed consent, all children un-
der 18 years old should be acconpanied by a parent to each visit

for health care. The physician, the <child (especially
adol escents), or the parent may wish to have the child seen al one
in the exam ning room but the parent should still be present in

the waiting room California |law does provide for sone excep-

tions for mnors under 18 if the m nor:

1) has ever been marri ed,

2) is on active duty in the arned forces,

3) has been decl ared emanci pated by the courts or is 15 years or
ol der, living al one and managi ng his own financial affairs,

4) is over 12 years old and is seeking treatnent for pregnancy,
rape or sexual assault, reportable infectious diseases (e.gqg.
sexually transmtted diseases), contraception, abortion, drug
or al cohol abuse, or nental health problens.

In the above instances, the mnor may consent to treatnment
and a parent is not required.

If a parent does not acconpany their child to a visit, the
physician may be unable to examne or treat the child. To
prevent this, we have a formavailable that you can sign allow ng
anot her specific adult to give consent in your absence. Pl ease
ask for one of these fornms if you think that you may need it. A
handwitten and signed note from a parent giving permssion to
exam ne and treat a mnor is also usually acceptable.

In an enmergency, treatnent wll be provided w thout a parent
present if it is felt by the physician that non-treatnent could
cause death or disability.

Aside from legal reasons, the physician is better able to
arrive at a proper diagnosis and treatnent plan when a full his-
tory of the patient's problem as well as past nedical history,
drug allergies, etc. is available. W find that nost children
grandparents, babysitters, etc. do not have as nuch of this in-
formation as the parents. Therefore, we appreciate parents' ef-
forts to acconpany their children to all of their health care
visits.
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