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The following Physicians and Physicians’ Assistants are members of the 
Emergency Department at Kaiser Permanente Santa Clara.   
 
These brief biographies will help you better understand their excellent skills and 
abilities. 
 
Tobias Barker, M.D. received his B.A. degree from the Univ. of Colorado and 
M.D. degree from UCLA.  He is a member of Phi Beta Kappa and Alpha Omega 
Alpha Honor Societies.  He completed an Emergency Medicine residency at Yale 
University and is board eligible in Emergency Medicine. 
  
Michelle S. Cline, M.D. received her B.A. degree from Hanover College and 
M.D. degree from Indiana University.  She completed an Emergency Medicine 
residency at Wayne State University.  Dr. Cline is a Clinical Instructor of 
Emergency Medicine at Stanford and is board certified in Emergency Medicine. 
 
Jeffrey Convissar, M.D. received his B.A. from Brown University and M.D. from 
UCLA.  He completed an Emergency Medicine residency at Harbor-UCLA.  He is 
an Assistant Clinical Professor of Emergency Medicine at Stanford and is board 
certified in Emergency Medicine. 
 
John Dani, M.D., Ph.D. received his B.A. degree from UC San Diego, an M.S. 
degree from Yale University, a Ph.D. from Stanford University, and an M.D. 
degree from Columbia University.  He completed an Emergency Medicine 
residency at UCLA-Olive View.  Dr. Dani is board certified in Emergency 
Medicine. 
 
Paul David, M.D.  received his B.S. degree from UC Davis and  M.D. degree and 
Alpha Omega Alpha Medical Honor Society award from Eastern Virginia Medical 
School.  He completed an Emergency Medicine residency at the Stanford-Kaiser 
Emergency Medicine Residency Program.  Dr. David is a Clinical Instructor of 
Emergency Medicine at Stanford and is board certified in Emergency Medicine. 
 
Stephen Emond, M.D. FACEP received his B.S. degree Summa cum laude 
from Boston College, and  is a member of Phi Beta Kappa Honor Society.  He 
received his M.D. degree from Harvard Medical School, and completed an 
Internal Medicine residency at Massachusetts General Hospital.  His area of 
research interest is in Asthma.  He is board certified in Emergency Medicine and 
Internal Medicine.. 
 
Shahinoor Esmail, M.D. received her B.S. degree Summa cum laude from 
UCLA and is a member of the Phi Beta Kappa Honor Society.  She received her 
M.D. degree from UC San Francisco, and completed an Emergency Medicine 
residency at the Harbor-UCLA Medical Center.  She is board certified in 
Emergency Medicine.   
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Gus Garmel, M.D., FACEP received his B.S. and M.D. degrees from the 
University of Michigan.  He completed an Emergency Medicine residency at 
Wright State University. He is Co-Program Director of the Stanford-Kaiser 
Emergency Medicine Residency Program. He is examiner for the American 
Board of Emergency Medicine.  Dr. Garmel is an Assistant Clinical Professor of 
Emergency Medicine at Stanford and is board certified in Emergency Medicine. 
 
Vanessa Hsieh, M.D. received her B.S. degree cum laude from UC Riverside 
and is a member of Phi Beta Kappa Honor Society.  She received her M.D. 
degree from UCLA.  She completed an Emergency Medicine residency at UCLA-
Olive View.  Dr. Hsieh is board certified in Emergency Medicine. 
 
Jan Johnston, M.D. received her B.A. degree, Phi Beta Kappa Honor Society 
award, M.D. from the University of Kansas.  She completed an Internal Medicine 
residency at the University of Hawaii and an Emergency Medicine residency at 
UCLA Medical Center.  Dr. Johnston is an Assistant Clinical Professor of 
Emergency Medicine at Stanford and is board certified in Emergency Medicine 
and Internal Medicine. 
 
Eric Koscove, M.D. is the Chief of the Emergency Department.  He received his 
B.A. cum laude degree from Washington University and M.D. degree from 
Cornell University.  He completed an Internal Medicine residency at the Medical 
College of Wisconsin and an Emergency Medicine residency at Harbor-UCLA.  
His areas of research interest are Sepsis and Vasopressor therapy in Cardiac 
Arrest.  Dr. Koscove is an Assistant Clinical Professor of Emergency Medicine at 
Stanford and is board certified in Emergency Medicine and Internal Medicine. 
 
Albert Kuo, M.D. received his B.S. cum laude from UC San Diego and M.D. 
from UC Davis.  He is a member of Alpha Omega Alpha Honor Society.  Dr. Kuo 
completed an Emergency Medicine residency at Harbor-UCLA and is board 
certified in Emergency Medicine. 
 
James Lin, M.D. received his B.A. and M.D. degrees from Northwestern 
University.  He completed an Emergency Medicine residency at the Stanford-
Kaiser Emergency Medicine Residency Program.  Dr. Lin is a Clinical Instructor 
of Emergency Medicine at Stanford and is board certified in Emergency 
Medicine. 
 
Richard Oh, M.D. received his B.A. degree from Yale University and his M.D. 
degree from Stanford University.  He completed an Emergency Medicine 
residency at UCLA-Olive View.  Dr. Oh is a Clinical Instructor of Emergency 
Medicine at Stanford and is board certified in Emergency Medicine. 
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Yesha Patel, M.D. received her B.A. degree from Stanford University, and M.D. 
degree from UC San Francisco.  She is a member of Phi Beta Kappa Honor 
Society.  She completed an Emergency Medicine Residency at the University of 
Maryland and is board eligible in Emergency Medicine. 
 
Robin Roberts, M.D. received his B.S. degree from Oakwood College and his 
M.D. degree and Alpha Omega Alpha Honor Society award from Loma Linda 
University.  He completed an Emergency Medicine residency at UC Irvine 
Medical Center.  Dr. Roberts is a Clinical Instructor of Emergency Medicine at 
Stanford and is board certified in Emergency Medicine. 
 
James Steck, M.D. received his B.A. degree from Boston College, and his M.A. 
and M.D. degrees from Stanford University.  He did his internship at UC San 
Diego Medical Center.  Dr. Steck is an Associate Clinical Professor of 
Emergency Medicine at Stanford and is board certified in Emergency Medicine.. 
 
John Takahashi, M.D. is the Assistant Chief of the Emergency Department.  He 
received his B.S. degree and Phi Beta Kappa Honor Society award from Stanford 
University and his M.D. degree from UC San Francisco.  He completed an 
Internal Medicine residency at Cedars-Sinai Medical Center and an Emergency 
Medicine residency at UCLA Medical Center.  Dr. Takahashi is an Assistant 
Clinical Professor of Emergency Medicine at Stanford and is board certified in 
Emergency Medicine and Internal Medicine. 
 
Mark Thanassi, M.D. received his B.A. degree from Yale University and M.D. 
degree from the University of Vermont.  He is a member of Alpha Omega Alpha 
Honor Society.  He completed an Emergency Medicine residency at the 
Stanford-Kaiser Emergency Medicine Residency Program.  Dr. Thanassi is board 
certified in Emergency Medicine. 
 
Theresa M. van der Vlugt, M.D. received her B.A. degree from Cornell 
University, her M.A. degree from Duke University, and her M.D. degree from 
Stanford University.  She completed an Emergency Medicine residency at the 
Stanford-Kaiser Emergency Medicine Residency Program.  She is a Clinical 
Instructor of Emergency Medicine at Stanford and is board certified in 
Emergency Medicine. 
   
Rose O. Abendroth, M.S., PA-C, received her B.A. and M.S.  degrees  from 
San Francisco State University.  She completed the Physician Assistant Program 
at Stanford University School of Medicine/Foothill College. 
 
Claire Ballard PA-C completed the Physician Assistant Program at Stanford 
University School of Medicine/Foothill College. 
 
Yuk Fan Cheung  PA-C. completed the Physician Assistant Program at Stanford 
University School of Medicine/Foothill College. 
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Shabanam Richardson, B.A., PA-C received her B.A. degree from the 
University of Rochester.  She completed the Physician Assistant Program at 
Northeastern University. 
 
Donna Sinibaldi, B.A., M.H.S., PA-C received her B.A. degree from the 
University of Missouri.  She obtained her Master’s and Physician Assistant 
degrees from George Washington University. 
 
Ming-Jie Zhuang, PA-C received a Bachelor’s degree in Medicine from the 
Kunming Medical College in China.  She completed the Physician Assistant 
Program at Stanford University School of Medicine/Foothill College. 
 


